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Retailers Roll out Purchase Limits as at-Home COVID Test Supplies Lag
As the new cases of people infected with COVID-19 are rising rapidly, it is evident that also the testing kits are running out of supply. According to the news, COVID-19 antigen self-testing kits known as BinaxNOW were reported to be available in Magnolia pharmacy as of August 16th, 2021 (Drane and Writer). Despite their availability, the supply is limited in Houston due to the rapid increase in COVID-19 cases in Houston. I believe such is because everyone wants to protect themselves early enough through early testing. Once an individual experiences slight symptoms related to COVID-19, such as colds and fever, they opt to purchase the self-testing kits and keep some for future use without considering if others will get the kits (Drane and Writer). My suggestions are based on the fact that it is hard for individuals to find testing kits in consumer value stores (CVS) and Walgreens despite their displacement. 
Testing kits running out of stock in Houston, Texas, has led pharmacies to roll out the limit at one gets to purchase the kits. Consumer value stores (CVS) have extended their limit to four COVID-19 testing kits per individual. According to the owner of Magnolia, Steve Hoffart, he has rolled out the limit of testing kits to two kits per individual. Such is because his pharmacy in Magnolia had sold all the gears in few weeks before he could get another shipment of testing kits. I tend to disagree with the rolling out purchase limitation because different households have different numbers in terms of family. Rolling out that the maximum number one needs to purchase four kits may be a disadvantage to families with more than four members. For instance, a family with seven members will use all the testing kits, leaving three more untested. Later the untested members may portray COVID-related symptoms, and due to the set limit, they may be unable to see if they have tested positive for the virus. On the other hand, a family with two family members, if using the limit of purchasing four kits, they are left with extra kits that could have been used in a household with more than four members. 
The demand for COVID-19 testing kits is rapidly increasing day in day out, making it hard for one to purchase one in Houston, Texas. Once platforms such as Amazon sold out the testing kits and ran out of them, such portrays a signal to COVID tests kits lines like BinaxNOW, Ellume, and Quick Vue. The latest wave of COVID-19 has led to home testing kits increasing their popularity around the globe. Despite their displacement still, they are not enough. According to the article, the consumer value stores (CVS) have been forced to limit the purchase of the testing kits to four per individual to cater to each individual's needs. However, it has not solved the problem since Steve Hoffart, the owner of a pharmacy in Magnolia, said that he will only sell two testing kits per individual. Based on the article, the most popular home testing kit is BinaxNOW. Accessing enough home testing kits can be done if, during purchase, you can have a document or a list of family members accompanied with legit documentation such as a photocopy of the identification card or birth certificate for the under-age kids. Such will help pharmacists know the exact number of testing kits they are to sell per individual, thus curbing chances of over issuing or under issuing per household.
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